
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Fishing My-CastSM by Garmin® 

Version 1.0 User Guide 

This page intentionally left blank 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Digital Cyclone® Inc. 
A subsidiary of Garmin® Intl.  
5125 County Rd 101, Ste 106  
Minnetonka, MN 55345  
 
Send general questions or comments to:  
questions.comments@digitalcyclone.com  
Contact customer support:  
mobile-support@digitalcyclone.com  
 
Call customer support:  
1-866-669-2278 (8:00AM-5:00PM MondayïFriday CT)  
952-974-3300 (Corporate Phone)  
952-974-3350 (Corporate Fax) 
 
Airtime or megabyte charges may apply for sending and receiving 
data. Depending on your carrier and calling plan. 
 
My-Cast is a registered trademark of Digital Cyclone, Inc.  Digital Cy-
clone is a registered trademark of Digital Cyclone, Inc.  Garmin is a 
registered trademark of Garmin International. 
 
© 2009 Digital Cyclone Inc. 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 
INTRODUCTION ................................................................................. 5 
 
USING FISHING MY-CAST ................................................................. 6 

Startup / Main Menu ................................................................. 6 
Things to Note:  Looping Images .......................................... 6 
Things to Note:  Data Charges .............................................. 6 
Things to Note:  Sub- Menu Options ..................................... 7 

 
Radar & Maps ........................................................................... 8 

Radar ..................................................................................... 8 
Weather Map ......................................................................... 9 
Infrared Clouds ...................................................................... 11 
Visible Clouds ........................................................................ 12 

 
Forecast .................................................................................... 13 

Currents ................................................................................. 13 
Almanac ................................................................................. 14 
Hourly .................................................................................... 14 
7-Day ..................................................................................... 15 
Forecast Text ......................................................................... 15 

 
Tide Chart ................................................................................. 16 
 
Fishing Tools............................................................................ 16 

My Fish .................................................................................. 16 
Fish Calculator ....................................................................... 17 
Activity Forecast .................................................................... 18 
Barometer .............................................................................. 18 
DNR Info ................................................................................ 19 

 
Severe Weather ........................................................................ 19 

StormWatch ........................................................................... 19 
Lightning ................................................................................ 20 
Alert Text ............................................................................... 20 
Notify Me (select cell phone providers) .......................................... 20 

 
My Locations ............................................................................ 22 
Newé .................................................................................... 22 
Selecting a Stored Location .................................................. 23 
Deleting a Stored Location .................................................... 23 

 
Helpful Alerting Information ....................................................... 24 

mailto:questions.comments@digitalcyclone.com
mailto:mobile-support@digitalcyclone.com


5                                           Fishing My-Cast
SM

 by Garmin User Guide 

 

                    

 
Introduction 
 
 
Fishing My-Cast was created for the avid angler and outdoor enthusi-
ast. This unique version of My-Cast gives users the competitive edge to 
prevail in their sport environment. By knowing how the weather impacts 
fish and land game, experts agree that these tools will help maximize 
your hunt - anywhere in the U.S.  
 
Fishing My-Cast combines the elite weather features of My-Cast with 
proven fishing tools to enhance your catch and time on the water, all 
through your mobile phone!  
 
This document is intended  to help guide you through all the features of 
the program.  If you should have further questions, feel free to contact 
our friendly customer service representatives and we will be glad to 
help! 
 
Thank you for your purchase of Fishing My-Cast. 
 
Enjoy! 
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Using Fishing My-Cast 
 
Startup / Main Menu 
 

Fishing My-Cast displays your location at the top of the screen and pre-
sents you will the following options: 

 
 

Radar & Maps 
Forecast 
Tide Chart 
Fishing Tools 
Severe Weather 
My Locations 
Help & About 

 
 
 
 
 

Things to Note:  Looping Images 
 
You can scroll around all of the images by using the arrow or direction 
buttons of your phone.  Fishing My-Cast looping images, such as Ra-
dar, have an ñauto-loopñ feature, animating the frames over time.  You 
can instead decide to manually scroll through each frame of the loop by 
using the numbers 1 and 3 keys.  To restart the animation, press the 
OK button or number 5 key. 
 
 
 
 
 

Things to Note:  Data Charges 
 
Keep in mind that each time the program óconnectsô and pulls up data, 
itôs making a network call and you will be charged either data fees or 
minutes from your cell phone provider (per your cell phone contract.  
Check with your provider for more information about these fees). 
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Things to Note:  Sub- Menu Options 
 
In addition to all of the options from the startup menu, the menu button 
on most pages also includes these options: 
 

Zoom in  
Zoom out  
Locations 
Reload 
Help 

 
Select Zoom in for a closer view around your location.  The zoomed-in 
view is usually only a few counties wide. 
 
Select Zoom out for a wide view.  An entire region, i.e. many states, 
usually fits within the zoomed-out view. 
 
Select Locations to add a new location or switch to a different location 
that has been saved in your list.. 
 
Select Reload to get a fresh view of your current image, pulling in the 
latest data available. 
 
Select Help to receive a more detail explanation of the various options 
on this screen. 
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Radar & Maps 
 
When you select Radar & Maps from the Main Menu you are pre-
sented with the following options: 

 
Radar 
Weather Map 
Infrared Clouds 
Visible Clouds 

 
Radar 
 

When you select Radar, the radar imagery for your current location is 
brought up. 
Radar indicates recent and current precipitation over a map centered 

on your chosen location.  Light green indicates the lightest rain detect-
able by NEXrad radar.  Darker greens more substantial rain.  Yellows 
and Oranges depict heavy rain with reds indicating the heaviest rain, 
sometimes with hail.  Blue on the radar loop indicates snow, with lighter 
blue being lighter snowfall and darker blue heavy snowfall.  Pinks and 
reds indicate a mix of sleet, ice, snow and rain. 
 
Movement of precipitation is easy to follow by viewing the loop, and in 
this way can see if rain, snow, etc. is heading your way.  Occasionally 
stagnant lighter colors will be indicated in a circle, sometimes more 
solid, sometimes less, around a radar site.  These are false radar re-
turns ï ground noise, anomalous propagation, and even insects.  You 
can almost always tell these returns are not precipitation because they 
are moving across the map and because their texture is ónoisierô, less 
solid than actual precipitation. 
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Radar Color Key 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weather Map 
 

When you select Weather Map, weather data and a base map for your 
current location are called up. 
 

 
Weather Map is a set of pannable ñpagesò of weather data displayed 
over a base map.  The weather data is from airports and other reporting 
stations located closest to your location. 
 
Panning 
 
Not all of the weather map is visible, as it extends past the handsetôs 
viewable area in every direction.  Initially, only the center of the map is 
visible.  You may pan up, down, left and right to move the map North, 
South, West and East to view other parts of the map.  Use the direc-
tional keys to scroll North, South, East, and West. 
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Pages 
 
Weather Map is a set of ñpagesò; each page is a different type of data.  
The following are the Weather Map pages: 
 

Conditions 
Temperatures 
Dew points 
Winds 

 
To switch between the pages use the center button of your phone, or 
the OK key. 
 
 
Conditions show icons that represent the current sky or weather condi-
tion at each reporting station.  The possible conditions include: 
 

Clear 
Mostly clear 
Mostly cloudy 
Overcast 
Haze or obscured conditions 
Fog 
Mist or drizzle 
Rain 
Mix 
Light Snow 
Snow 
Heavy storm 
Not available/unknown 

 
 
Temperature shows latest readings in degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
 
Dew Point shows the latest readings in degrees Fahrenheit.  Dew point 
is an absolute measure of moisture in the air.  The closer the dew point 
is to temperature, the higher the relative humidity. 
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Winds shows the latest steady wind readings as arrows.  The arrows 
point in the direction of the wind.  The color indicates the speed of the 
wind, as follows: 
 
 
 
 

Green:  4-10 mph 
Yellow:  11-20 mph 
Red:   21-30 mph 
White:  Over 30 mph 

 
 
 
 
 
Winds over 15 mph are displayed at bold.  Winds over 25 are also dis-
played as longer arrows.  Steady winds over 30 mph, white, are seldom 
observed. 
 
Wind Speed displays the latest wind speed readings in miles per hour. 
 
 

Infrared Clouds 
 
Also called IR Satellite or IR Clouds.   

 
 
These infrared images measure the temperature of cloud tops.  Cooler 
measured cloud tops indicate higher tops and generally thicker clouds.  
The highest cloud tops, which appear light blue in the Fishing My-Cast 
images, may indicate storms and severe weather. 
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Infrared cloud imagery has an advantage over visible clouds of being 
always available, day and night.  The infrared images are taken at a 
resolution of 4 kilometers, while the visible are at the higher resolution 
of 1 kilometer. 

 

 

 

Visible Clouds 

 
Also known as Vis Satellite.  The visible cloud image is simply a photo-
graph of clouds from space.   It has the advantage over infrared satellite 
of having a finer resolution of 1 kilometer.  However, the visible satellite 
image dims as the sun goes down and is not available at night. 
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Forecast 
 
When you select Forecast from the Main Menu, your location is dis-
played at the top of the screen and you are presented with the following 
options: 
 

Currents 
Almanac 
Hourly 
7-Day 
Forecast Text 

 
 

Currents 
 
When you select Currents the most recent weather conditions, infor-
mation and forecasts for your current location are retrieved. 

 
These readings are obtained from the National Weather Service 
weather reporting station nearest to your location.  Fishing My-Cast in-
dicates if any severe weather warnings, watches, or advisories are in 
effect for your location by highlighting that information at the top of the 
screen.  A red triangle with an exclamation mark ( ! ) will also appear in 
the top right hand corner. 
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Almanac 
 

Select Almanac to view historical data including, record high and low 
temperatures, average high and low temperatures along with sunrise 
and sunset times. 
 
 

Hourly 
 
Select Hourly to view an hour-by-hour forecast for your location, includ-

ing condition (skies or precipitation), temperature, and winds.  Scroll 
right to move ahead in time, scroll left to move back in time. 
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7-Day 

 
Select 7-Day to view a day-by-day forecast including condition and high 
and low temperature.  Again, scroll right to move ahead in time, scroll 
left to move back. 

 
 

Forecast Text 

 
Select Forecast Text to view a written narrative of the forecast for the 
next seven days or so from the National Weather Service.  
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Tide Chart 
 

 
When you select Tide Chart, Fishing My-Cast retrieves the current tide 
information for your chosen location.   The icons show moon phases 
and the plot shows local relative tides, high and low, from yesterday 
and forecast for the next 4 to 7 days. 

 
 
 
Fishing Tools 
 
When you select Fish & Game from the Main Menu, Fishing My-Cast 
displays your location at the top of the screen and presents you with the 
following options: 
 

My Fish 
Fish Calculator 
Activity Forecast 
Barometer 
DNR Info 

 
 

My Fish 
 
Under  My Fish, you are able to record information about your catches.  
Add a new fish, or view information about stored catches.  Enter as 
much or as little information as you want.  All fields are optional. 
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Fish Calculator 

 
When you select Fish Calculator, you are brought to a menu where 
you enter the type, length and girth of your fish to find its weight.  
Choose to save up to five fish in your óLivewellô. 
 
Select the type of fish youôve caught by pressing the center óOKô button 
on your handset, then scrolling to the appropriate fish and press the 
óOKô button. 
 
 
Fish Calculator Menu Options 
 
In addition to all the options from the startup menu, which are available 
everywhere in Fishing My-Cast, the Fish Calculator menu also includes 
these options: 
 

Livewell 
Help 

 
Select Livewell to save a fish from the Fish Calculator.  To do so, se-
lect the desired slot and press óOKô.  You may also select óClear Allô to 
clear all entries.  The óTotal Weightô option will display the total esti-
mated weight of the fish that are listed in the livewell. 
 
Select Help to receive a more detail explanation of the various options 
on this screen. 
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Activity Forecast 

 
When you select Activity Forecast, Fishing My-Cast retrieves the 
moon phases and forecast fish and game feeding activity for the current 
location for the next four to seven days. 
 
 
Icons show the phases of the moon.  Activity levels are based on 
changing solar and lunar gravity effects, and on forecasted rising, fal-
ling, or steady barometer 

 
 
Barometer 

 
When you select Barometer, Fishing My-Cast retrieves the historical 
and forecast barometric pressure readings. 
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DNR Info 

 
DNR Info brings up a screen which shows information about the closest 
DNR office to your selected location.  Select the Menu option to change 
your current location. 
 
 

Severe Weather 
 
When you select Severe Weather from the Main Menu, your currently 
selected location is shown at the top of the screen and you are pre-
sented with the following options: 
 

StormWatch 
Lightning 
Alert Text 
Notify Me 

 
StormWatch 

StormWatch retrieves the watches, warnings and advisories issued by 
the National Weather Service along with a base map for your current 
location.  
 
The counties currently under warnings will blink while counties under 
watches and advisories will remain a solid color.  The current selected 
alert is labeled, and you can scroll through the alerts with the directional 
keys.  Select the OK button to view the National Weather Service text of 
the select alert. 
 
Shaded areas within warnings such as Severe Thunderstorm and Tor-
nado indicate areas of high alert, usually the path of the storm. 

20                                       Fishing My-Cast
SM

 by Garmin User Guide 

 

Lightning 
 
Lightning, displays the lightning strikes for your current location. The 
lightning strikes will appear on the screen in the order they occur.  The 
time of each frame of lightning is displayed in the lower right of the im-
age, and shows all strikes occurring since the time of the previous 
frame. 

 
 

Alert Text 

 
Alert Text pulls up the text for all watches, warnings and advisories 
issued by the National Weather Service for your current location. If 
there are multiple alerts, then the user will be prompted to choose the 
alert to view. 
 
 
 

Notify Me (select cell phone providers) 
 
When you select Notify Me, Fishing My-Cast will allow you receive text 
messages when severe weather happens in your locations. You can 
specify any combination of warnings, watches, and advisories. We can 
also notify you when lightning strikes close to your area. 
 
Select Set phone # and enter the phone number of the handset.  This 
will then send a confirmation number to the phone via text message.  
Close the application and receive the text message with the confirma-
tion code.  Launch Fishing My-Cast application again to proceed back 
into the Notify Me feature to complete the phone registration process. 
Select Confirm and enter the confirmation number provided. 
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When the code is accepted, you can choose the kinds of notifications 
you are interested in.   Select a location to configure alert types.  Loca-
tions marked with an T have been set to receive notifications.  Press 
the Mobile Location item to configure alerts for your last known location.  
(Note that this location is updated when you select ñmobile locationò in 
the manage locations screen.)  Upon selecting a location you are ask to 
the select alert types. 
 
Once you have established alerts for one or more locations and select 
Notify Me, Fishing My-Cast displays the following options: 
 

Notify Me Foré 
Review Settings 
Disable Notify 
Snooze 
Help 

 
Select Notify Me Foré to assign the type of notifications you wish to 
receive for your saved locations.  Notifications include:  Warnings, 
Watches, Advisories and Lightning.  A useful tool is available at the 
back of this guide to help distinguish between the National Weather 
Service notifications. 
 
Select Review Settings to view a quick list of locations and types of 
notification requested. 
 
Select Enable/Disable Notify to permanently enable or disable notifi-
cations. 
 
Select Snooze if you do not wish to be disturbed for a period of time. 
This will prevent any Fishing My-Cast messages from being sent to you 
for the snooze period. 
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My Locations 
 
When you select Manage Locations from the Main Menu, Fishing My-
Cast displays your location at the top of the screen and presents you 
with the following options: 
 
 
 
 

Newé 
 <Saved Location 1> 
 <Saved Location 2> 
 <éSaved Locations up to 20> 
 
 
 
 
 

Note that any location with an exclamation mark (!) in front of it cur-

rently has an active severe weather alert.  Select that location and Se-
vere Weather to see the severe weather alert. 
 
 

Newé 
 

To add a new location, highlight Newé and push the select button.  
Fishing My-Cast will display its ñNew Locationò screen.  You may spec-
ify a new location adding a location by Zip code or its City and State.   
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Selecting a Stored Location 

To select a saved location from the list, use the up and down navigation 
keys to highlight the desired location, and push the Select button. 
 
When you select a location, Fishing My-Cast immediately retrieves the 
weather for that location according to what weather you are currently 
viewing.  Hence, Fishing My-Cast gets the radar for the new selected 
location if you were viewing Radar, or the forecast for the new selected 
location if you were viewing Forecast, etc.  If were on the startup menu 
when you chose Manage Locations, Fishing My-Cast only sets your 
current location to your new selection.  No weather is retrieved until you 
choose a weather type. 
 
 

Deleting a Stored Location 

 
To delete a location from your saved list, scroll down to highlight the 
location you wish to remove, and then select Delete from the menu.  
Fishing My-Cast will remove the location.  
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Helpful Alerting Information from 
www.weather.gov 
 
A Watch is a product issued by the NWS indicating that a particular 
hazard is possible, i.e., conditions are more favorable than usual for its 
occurrence. A watch is a recommendation for planning, preparation, 
and increased awareness (i.e., to be alert for changing weather, listen 
for further information, and think about what to do if the danger materi-
alizes). 
 
A Warning is a product issued by the NWS indicating that a particular 
weather hazard is either imminent or has been reported. A warning indi-
cates the need to take action to protect life and property. The type of 
hazard is reflected in the type of warning (e.g., tornado warning, bliz-
zard warning). See short-fuse warning. 
 
An Advisory is a product issued by the NWS that highlights special 
weather conditions that are less serious than a warning. They are for 
events that may cause significant inconvenience, and if caution is not 
exercised, it could lead to situations that may threaten life and/or prop-
erty. 
 

 


